CHAPTER VI

Common Sense and the Universe
I

SPEAKING LAST December at the annual convention of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science,
and speaking, as it were, in the name of the great 100-
inch telescope under his control, Professor Edwin Hubble,
of the Mount Wilson Observatory, California, made the
glad announcement that the universe is not expanding.
This was good news indeed, if not to the general public,
who had no reason to suspect that it was expanding, at
least to those of us who humbly attempt to " follow
science." For some twenty-five years past, indeed ever
since the promulgation of this terrific idea in a paper
published by Professor W. de Sitter in 1917, we had
lived as best we could in an expanding universe, one in
which everything, at terrific speed, kept getting farther
away from everything else. It suggested to us the dis*
appointed lover in the romance who leaped on his horse
and rode madly off in all directions. The idea was
majestic in its sheer size, but it somehow gave an un-
comfortable sensation.

Yet we had to believe it. Thus, for example, we had
it on the authority of Dr. Spencer Jones, the British
Astronomer Royal, in his new and fascinating book of
1940, Life on Other Worlds, that ua distant universe in
the constellation of Bootes has been found to be receding
with a velocity of 24,300 miles a second* We can infer
that this nebula is at a distance of 230,000,000 light-
years." I may perhaps remind my fellow followers of
science that a light year means the distance travelled ia
one year by light, moving at 186,000 miles a second*
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